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of Quieto/Mirna river mouth (Istria, Croatia). Sedimentology and paleoenvironments as shown by the outcrop are
considered. All available data about the presence of dinosaurs in Istria during the Cretaceous are reported.

RIASSUNTO - Vengono descritte delle impronte di dinosauro teropode provenienti dai calcari albiani (Cretaceo in-
feriore) della foce del fiume Quieto/Mirna (Istria, Croazia). Vengono considerate la sedimentologia e le condizioni
paleoambientali testimoniate nell’affioramento. Sono riportati tutti i dati disponibili sulla presenza dei dinosauri in

Istria durante il Cretaceo.
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INTRODUCTION

The presence of dinosaur footprints in an area at the
mouth of Quieto/Mirna river (NW Istria; Fig.1) has long
been known to fossil collectors but not to paleontolo-
gists and it has not been adequately documented in the
paleontological literature. Calligaris (1988) is the only
one who reported on, very briefly, this subject. This sit-
uation led to the removal of nearly all the footprints on
the part of fossil sellers before it were possible to scien-
tifically describe them 7 sifu. The “not large in size ther-
opod footprints from an unspecified area in Istria” which
are kept at the Museum of Natural History of Milan, as
Leghissa and Leonardi (1990, p. 12) reported, are very
likely to belong to this outcrop. As Leghissa and Leonar-
di said “the person who offered the samples to the Mu-
seum refused to provide their localization” (p. 12) which,
however, according to various sources collecred in
Trieste, was the mouth of Quieto/Mirna river. In addition
to this, both shape and size of the footprints as well as the
appearance and the thickness of the layer correspond.
One of these footprints has been illustrated by Pinna
(1985, p. 208). The photographs taken by one of us (A.
Tarlao) are currently the only evidence of the better pre-
served trackway - and of another one intersecting it - (Fig.
2). Two single footprints from this fossiliferous level but
from different trackways, and now available for investi-
gations, will be described below.

F.M. Dalla Vecchia dealt with the paleontological part,
A. Tarlao collected the specimens as well as some data on
the field, G. Tunis dealt with both sedimentology and
stratigraphy of the outcrop.

Since the Istrian region is bilingual, both Italian and
Croatian names have been reported, when available, for
each locality.
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Fig. 1 - Location of the fossiliferous site at the Quieto/Mirna
river mouth.






























