Dinarids and ending northward into the Karst and
Julian Prealps, Latium-Abruzzi-Campania Platform
(= Apennine Carbonate Platform, Masse et al., 1993)
included in the northern part of southern Apennines,
and Apulia Platform, partly included in the Southern
Apennines and partly constituting the undeformed
peninsula of Puglia. They are usually reported in lit-
erature as “intraoceanic” platforms, placed during
the  Cretaceous  between  African  and
Laurasian/Eurasian continents and surrounded by
deep sea basins (see for example Masse et al., 1993).
It was noted by Dalla Vecchia (1997b, 1998b) that
these platforms were in some cases connected with
other carbonate platforms and, possibly, sometimes
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sion are represented by other geological and paleo-
botanical (see Dalla Vecchia, 2000) evidence. The re-
cently discovered vertebrate record (figure 1) strong-
ly supports this evidence of emersion.

The terrestrial vertebrate record
Late Triassic (Norian)

Skeletons of early pterosaurs (Eudimorphodon,
Peteinosaurus and Preondactylus), the prolacertiform
Langobardisaurus, the diapsids incertae sedis
Drepanosaurus and Megalancosaurus and the sphen-
odont Diphydontosaurus are found in middle Norian
(Alaunian) rocks derived from sediments deposited
in anoxic intraplatform basins of N Italy (Lombardy
and Friuli regions). Larger reptiles are represented
by the aetosaur Aetosaurus and the phytosaur
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