et al., 1989), a still undescribed tail with two ftourth
wing phalanges, and a partial skeleton still to be pre-
pared. Other reptiles include the holotype of
Megalancosaurus preonensis Calzavara, Muscio &
Wijqd and two isolated tails referred to this species
(Pinna, 1987 [who identified the tail as belonging to
a juvenile Drepanosaurus]; Renesto, 1994; Eers. obs.),
a nearly complete large specimen of Langobardisanrus
Renesto (holotype of L. tonelloi Muscio, 1997), and a
small one still to be prepared, and the holotype of the
puzzling reptile Langobardisaurus? rossii Bizzarini &
Muscio (Bizzarini & Muscio, 1995).

The pterosaurs from northern Friuli are the oldest
found up to now, together with those more or less
coeval from the Bergamo province of Lombardy,
northwestern Iraly (Wild, 1978; 1994), a specimen
from the Norian-Rhaetian of Greenland (Jenkins ez
al., in press) and a still undescribed specimen from
the Norian of Austria.

The dark, thinly bedded, bituminous dolostones

dem). Shrimps are the most common organisms and
terrestrial plants represent about 30% of the fossil
sample. All the organisms were more or less
allochthonous, transported after death from different
life environments and deposited on the basin bottom.
The basin was surrounded by a wide carbonate plat-
form dominated by a tidal envitonment (Dolomia
Principale Formation, Hauptdolomir of German
authors) where terrestrial vertebrates (mainly dinosaurs)
left their footprints (Dalla Vecchia & Mietto, 1998).
The fossififerous layers are in the lower-middle
part of the Dolomia di Forni (Dalla Vecchia, 1991).
They are dated to the Alaunian 3 (middle Norian) on
the basis of the conodont fauna (Roghi ez 4., 1997).
The specimen here described was originally pre-
served on the exposed bedding surface of a large
block of dark dolostone along the Rovadia creek
(Forni di Sopra, Udine; Text-fig. 1). It was found in
1996 by Mr. Pierluigi Fassetta, who recognized the
importance of the specimen and gave it to the Museo


















