During the researches carried out in the Istrian sites
with dinosaur evidence, some trampled bed surfaces
with footprints of large-size dinosaur were found by
one of us (A.T.) along the western coast of southern Ist-
ria, nearby Cape Gustinja (Fig. 1). These footprints we-
re stratigraphically located below the lacustrine depo-
sits containing bones of sauropods (BOSCAROLLI et
al., 1993; TUNIS et al., 1994; DINI et al., 1998;
DALLA VECCHIA, 1998) of late Hauterivian - early
Barremian age outcropping nearby Kolone. Following
the list of the dinosaur sites described up to now (com-
pare DALLA VECCHIA & TARLAOQO, 1995), the foot-
prints of Cape Gustinja represent the oldest, undoubted
evidence of dinosaurs on the Cretaceous Periadriatic
Platforms.

recall the early Valanginian peritidal carbonates of the
Sodici quarry section (TISLJAR et al., 1983; VELIC &
TISLJAR, 1987; VELIC et al., 1995). Some thin secti-
ons show characteristic microfacies, represented by
mudstones and peloidal wackestones with common
Favreina salevensis BRONNIMAN.

The examined section consists of limestones arran-
ged in decimetric-metric-thick beds (the most repre-
sented thickness is 50-60 cm) composed of fossiliferous
and peloidal mudstones-wackestones with subordinate
peloidal, pellettiferous and fossiliferous packstones.
Episodes of subaerial exposure are documented by fre-
quent desiccation structures. Mud cracks, rare stromato- -
lites, wave ripples and lensoidal geometries of some
beds (which may indicate small amplitude bars or
mounds) have been observed at outcrop scale.
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