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PTEROSAUR REMAINS IN A GASTRIC PELLET
FROM THE UPPER TRIASSIC (NORIAN) OF RIO SEAZZA VALLEY
(UDINE, ITALY)*

RESTI DI PTEROSAURO IN UN RIGURGITO GASTRICO
PROVENIENTE DAL TRIASSICO SUPERIORE DELLA VALLE
DEL RIO SEAZZA (UDINE, ITALIA NORDORIENTALE)

Dedicated to Prof. Dr. E. Kuhn-Schnyder
on his 85th birthday

Abstract — A gastric pellet containing an incomplete disarticulated skeleton of cf. Preon-
dactylus buffarinii WILD, 1984 is described from the Upper Triassic {Norian) of Rio Seazza
valley, province of Udine, [taly. Speculation is made concerning the origin of the pellet. The
stratigraphical age of the find and the sedimentology, palacoenvironment and palacogeogra-
phy of the ‘“dolomia di Forni’’ are discussed.

Key words: Pterosauria, Preondactylus buffarinii WiLD 1984, Upper Triassic (Norian),
Carnic Prealps.

Riassunto breve — Viene descritto un rigurgito gastrico contenente uno scheletro incom-
pleto e disarticolato di ¢fr. Preondactylus buffarinii WILD, 1984 proveniente dal Triassico su-
periore (Norico) della Valle del Rio Seazza in provincia di Udine. Viene presentata una ipotesi
sull’origine del rigurgito gastrico. Vengono inoltre discusse ’etd del reperto e le caratieristi-
che sedimentologiche, paleoambientali e paleogeografiche della ““dolomia di Forni’’.

Parole chiave: Prerosauria, Preondactylus buffarinii WILD 1984, Triassico Superiore (No-
rice), Prealpi Carniche.

* Lavoro eseguito con il contributo C.N.R. (n. 86.00678.05), Programma ‘“‘Dolomia di Forni®’ (resp. G.
Muscio).
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Introduction

In 1984 one of the authors (F.M. Dalla Vecchia) discovered a small slab of do-
lostone about 13x7x2 cm containing some small fossil bones. The bones were largely
obscured by sediment. The specimen was found amongst broken material taken from
a cut of the Preone - Valle di Preone road, north of the little church of Madonna
Peraries, near the bridge marked by the 552 m sign in the Carta Tecnica Regionale
1:10.000 on the left side of the Rio Seazza valley, Province of Udine, NE Italy.

During preliminary cleaning of the specimen, an accumulation of additional
small bones, which were hidden for the most part by sediment, was exposed.

The specimen is housed in the Museo Friulano di Storia Naturale in Udine
(MFSN), under catalogue number 1891.

During a visit to Udine, the senior author (R. Wild), examined the specimen
and considered the bones to be those of a pterosaur. He further prepared the speci-
men by the method described in WILD (1978, p. 178) to reveal a ball-like accumula-
tion of many different, partly broken bones of a mostly disarticulated pterosaur
skeleton (figs. 2 and 3).

Systematic Palaeontology

Class Reptiliac LAURENTI, 1768
Subclass Archosauria COPE, 1869
Order Pterosauria KAuP, 1834
Suborder Rhamphorhynchoidea PLIENINGER, 1901
Family Rhamphorhynchidae SEELY, 1870
Genus Preondactylus WILD, 1984.

Type species: Preondactylus buffarinii WiLD, 1984,
Diagnosis: see WILD (1984).
Distribution: Upper Triassic, Norian; Rio Seazza Valley (Preone, Udine) and

Endenna (Zogno, Bergamo), N Italy.

Preondactylus buffarinii WILD, 1984
Synonymy: 1984 ““Neuer, noch unbekannter Flugsaurier”’ - WILD, Natur-
wiss., 71: 1; Fig. 4. '
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1984 Preondactylus buffarinii sp. nov. - WILD, Gortania - Atti
del Mus. Friul. St. Nat,, 5: 45; Fig. 1-3,

Holotype: MFSN no. 1770, complete skeleton preserved as a natural mould.
Horizon: “‘dolomia di Forni”’, Lower Norian, Late Triassic (see page 126).
Locality: About 200 m south of the little church of Madonna Peraries,

Rio Seazza valley (Preone), Province of Udine.

cfr. Preondactylus buffarinii WILD, 1984
Referred specimen: MFSN no. 1891, incomplete, mostly disarticuled specimen pre-
served as a gastric pellet ejected by an unknown predatory fish.

Description

The gastric pellet consists of an accumulation of pterosaur bones from a single
skeleton. Most of them are lying one upon another, so that a few bones can be clear-
ly defined (fig. 2).

In an assemblage of procoelus vertebrae, including cervicals, dorsals and elon-
gated caudals, both ulnae and radii can be recognized, apparently in natural articu-
lation. One pair seems to be preserved completely intact, although the epiphyses are
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Fig. 1 - Location of Preone and
Rio Seazza valley where the
described specimen was
found.
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